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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES. 


We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quility, provide for the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America. 


ARTICLE 1. 
Section 1. 


1. All legislative powers herein granted, shall be vested in 
a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives. 


Section 2. 


1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
niembers chosen every second year, by the people of the sev- 
eral states; and the electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of ‚the most numerous 
branch of the State legislature. 

2. No person shall be a representative, who shall not have 
attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years 
a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elect- 
ed, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term of years, and ex- 
cluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. 
The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after 
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the first meeting of the Congress of the United. States, and 
within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as 
they shall by law direct. The number of representatives 
shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each State 
shall have at least one representative ; and until such enumer- 
ation shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be en- 
titled to choose three; Massachusetts eight; Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, one; Connecticut, five; New 
York, six; New Jersey, four; Pennsylvania, eight; Dela- 
ware, one; Maryland, six; Virginia, ten; North Carolina, 
five; South Carolina, five; and Georgia, three. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of elec- 
tion to fill such vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker 
and other officers, and shall have the sole power of impeach- 
ment. 

SECTION 8. 


1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature 
thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled, in conse- 
quence of the first election, they shall be divided, as equally 
as may be, into three classes. The seats of the senators of 
the first class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the second 
year,of the second class, at the expiration of the fourth year, 
and the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that 
one-third may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies 
happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the 
legislature of any State, the executive thereof may make tem- 
porary appointments until the next meeting of the legislature, 
which shall then fill such vacancies. 

3. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained 
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhab- 
itant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

4. The vice-president of the United States shall be presi- 
dent of the Senate: but shall have no vote unless they be 
equally divided. 

5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a 
president, pro tempore, in the absence of the vice president, 
or when he shall exercise the office of president of the United 
States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach- 
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath 
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is 
tried, the chief justice shall preside ; and no person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

7. Judgment, in cases of impeachment, shall not extend 
further than removal from office, and disqualification to hold 
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and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit, under the United 
States : but the party convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable 
and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, 
according to law. 


Section 4. 


1. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
senators aud representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
State, by the Legislature thereof, but the Congress may at 
any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, except as to 
the places of choosing senators. 

2 The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, 
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, 
unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 


Section 5. 


1. Each house shall be the judge of the election, returns 
and qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each 
shall constitute a quoram to do business; but a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to 
compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, 
and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

2. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the 
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

3. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts as 
may in their judgment, require secrecy ; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house, on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

4. Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to other place than that in which the two houses 
shall be sitting. > 


Section. 6 


1, The senators and representatives shall receive a compen- 
sation for their services, to be assertained by law, and paid 
out of the treasury of the United States. They shall, in all 
cases, except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be priv- 
ileged from arrest, during their attendance at the session of 
their respective houses, and in going to, or returning from 
the same; and for any speech or debate in either house, they 
shall not be questioned in any other place. 

2. No senator or representative shall, during the time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
the authority of the United States, which shall have been 
created or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased, 
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during such time; and no person holding any office under the 


United States shall be a member of either house, during his 
continuance in office. 


Section 7. 


1. Al bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur 
with amendments as on other bills. 

2. Every bill which shall have passed the house of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate, shall before it becomes a law, be 
presented to the President of the United States; if he ap- 
prove, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to that house in which it shall have originated, who 
shall enter the objections, at large, on their journal, and pro- 
ceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two- 
thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent 
together with the objections, to the other house, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two- 
thirds of that house, it shall becomea law. But in all such 
cases the vote of both houses shall be determined by yeas and 
nays ; and the names of the persons voting for and against the 
bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house respective- 
ly. If any bill shall not be returned by the President within 
ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been present- 
ed to him, the same shall: be a law, in like manner asif he had 
signed it, unless the Congress, by their adjournment, prevent 
its return ; in which case, it shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be ne- 
cessary, (except on a question of adjournment) shall be pre- 
sented to the president of the United States; and before the 
same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or being dis- 
approved by him, shall be re-passed by two-thirds of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, according to the rules 
and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 


Section 8. 


The Congress shall have power— 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises ; 
to pay the debts, and to provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, 
and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States : 

2. To borrow money on the eredit of the United States: 

8. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes : 

4. To establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- 
form laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the Uni- 
ted States: 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of for- 
eign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures: 
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6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the se- 
curities and current coin of the United States : 

7. To establish post offices and post roads : Post-offices. 

8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by science. 
securing, for limited times, to authors and inventors, the ex- 
clusive right to their respective writings and discoveries : 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court, Tribunals. 
To define and punish piracy and felony committed on the high 
seas, and offences against the law of nations: 

10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, War. 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water : 

11. To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of 
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years: 

12. To provide and maintain a navy: Navy. 

13. To make rules for the government and regulation of | Land and Naval 
the land and naval forces : forces. 

14. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the mhna. 
laws of the union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions : 

15. To provide for organizirg, arming and disciplining the 
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be em- 
ployed in the service of the United States, reserving to the 
States respectively, the appointment of the officers, and the 
authority of training the militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress. 

16. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- Legisiation over a 
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as Pet & 
may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of 
Congress, become the seat of government of the United States, 
and to exercise like authority over all places purchased, by the 
consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall 
be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, 
and other needful buildings :—and 

17. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper , Laws necessary 
for carrying into execution the forgoing powers, and all other of their powers. on 
powers vested by this Constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 
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SECTION 9. 

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of son of Corinne 
the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not sons, &c. 
be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on 
such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be y 
suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the 
public safety may require it. N 

3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law, shall be passed. Attainder, &c. 

4, No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in Direct taxes. 
proportion to the census or enumeration herein before direct- 
ed to be taken. 
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Of commerce from 5, No tax or duty shall be laid ón articles exported from 
"any State. No preference shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of 
another, nor shall vessels bound to or from one state be oblig- 

ed to enter clear, or pay duties in another. 

Of expenditure. 6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in con- 
sequence of appropriations made by law;. and a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all pub- 
lic money shall be published from time to time. 

No nobility creat- 7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States, 

cent SOS and no person holding any office of profit or trust under them, 

officers, &c. shall, without the consentof the Congress, accept any present, 
emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any 
king, prince, or foreign state. 


Section 10. i 


Powers prohibited + No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or confed- 
to the individual eration; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; - 
NS remit bills of credit; make anything but gold or silver coin 
a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex 
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or 
grant any title of nobility. 
Powers which the 2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay 
Stares can exercise any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may 
sanction of Con- be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and 
gress. the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on 
imports or exports, shall þe for the use of the treasury of the 
United States, and all such laws shall be subject to the re- 
vision and control of Congress. No State shall, without the 
consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or 
ships of war in time of peace, enter Into any agreement or 
compact with another State;or with a foreign power, or engage 
in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger 
as will not admit of delay. 


ARTICLE IL 


Section 1. 


Executive power. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of 
the United States of America. He shall hold his office during 
the term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, 
chosen for the same term, be elected as follows: 

Electors of Presi- 2. Hach State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legisla- 

dent, ¿End Vico ture thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the 
State may be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or 
Representative, or person holding office of trust or profit under 

: the United States, shall be appointed an elector. 
Meeting of the 3. The electors shall meetin their respective States, and 
a vote by ballot for two-persons, of whom one at least shall not 
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| 
| 
| be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And Their proceedings. 
| they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the 
| number of votes for each; which list they shall sign and cer- 
| tify, and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the Uni- 
pued States, directed to the president of the Senate. The 
i president of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be counted. The person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be the president, if such num- 
7 ber is a majority of the whole number of electors- appointed : 
| and if there be more than one who have such majority, and 
+ have an equal number of votes, then the house of Representa- 
tives shall immediately choose, by ballot, one of them for Pres- 
¢ident; and if no person have a majority, then from the five 
¿ highestonthe list, the said house shall, in like manner, choose 
¿ the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall 
be taken by States, the representation from each state having 
one vote; a quoram for this purpose shall consist of a member 
or members from kwo thirds of the States, and a majority of 
all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every case, 


after the choice of the-President, the person having the greatest- 


number of votes of the electors, shall be the Vice president. 

But if there should remain two or more who have equal votes, [*Annulled,j see 
the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice Presi- a = 
dent. 

4, The Congress may determine the time of choosing the Time of choosing 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes, Í 
which day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

5. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of Qualifications for 
the United States at the time of the adoption of this Constitu- President: 

«tion, shall he eligible to the office of President; neither shall 
‘iany person be eligible to that office who shall not have attain- 
‘ed to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a 
¡resident within the United States. 
1 6. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of ee 
{his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers and Vice reten: &e. 
iduties of the said office, the same shall devolye on the Vice 
Í President, and the Congress may, by law, provide for the case 
¿of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the Presi- 
ident and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act 
¡as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the 
i disability be removed. or a President shall be elected. 
+ 1. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his ser- compensation. 
“vices a compensation, which shall neither be increased or di- 
¿minished during the period for which he shall have been elect- 
ed, and he shall not receive during that period any other emolu- 
ment from the United States, or any of them. 

8. Before he enters on the execution of his office, he shall 
take the following oath or affirmation: 

9. “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully exe- Oath of the Presi- 
cute the office of President of the United States, and will, to Tent 
ithe best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States.” . 
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SECTION 2. 


Powers of the Pree 2: Lhe President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the army 

sident. and navy of the United States, and of the milita of the several 
States when called into the actual service of the United States. 
He may require the opinion in writing of the principal officer 
in each of the executive departments, upon any subject relat- 
ing to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have 
power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the 
United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

ala 2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and con- 

thradricaandcon- Sent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of 

sent of the Senate. the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
ambassadors, other public ministersand consuls, judges of the 
supreme court, and all other officers of the United States, whose 
appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which 

Of appointment of shall be established by law. But the Congress may, by law, 

inferior officers. vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they think 
proper, inthe President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. 

President may f 3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies 

vacancies. that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting 
commissions, which shall expire at the end of their next ses- 
sion. 

- SECTION 8. 


Duties of Presi- 1. He shall from time to time, give to the Congress infor- 
dent, mation of the state of the Union, and recommend to their con- 
sideration sueh measures as he shall judge necessary and ex- 
pedient. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both 
houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement between 
them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn 
them to such time as he shall think proper. He shall receive 
ambassadors and other public ministers. He shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed; and shall commission 
all the officers of the United States. 


SECTION 4. 


1. The President, Vice President, and all Civil Officers of 
the United States, shall be removed from office on impeach- 
ment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanors. 


ARTICLE ILM 
Section 1. 


Judicial power. 1. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested 
in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Con- 
gress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The 
judges both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their 
offices during good behavior; and shall, at stated times, re- 
ceive for their services a compensation, which shall not be di- 
minished during their continuance in office. 


13 
Section 2. 


1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and +8 extent. 
equity, arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United 
States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their 
authority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors ; or other public 
ministers and consuls; to all cases of admirality and maritime 
jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States 
shall be aparty; to controversies between two or more States, 
between a State and citizens of another State ; between citi- 
zens of different States; between citizens of the same State, 
claiming lands under grants of different States, and between a sel 
a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens, or E 
subjects.* oa AA 
2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public minis- een oF 
ters or consuls, and those in which a State shall be a party, 
the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the 
other cases, before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such ex- 
ceptions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall 
make. S 
3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, Trial of crimes. 
shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held im the State 
where the said crimes shall have been committed ; but when 
not committed within any State, the trial shall be at such 
places or places as the Congress may by law have directed. 


SECTION 3. 


Treason against, tne United States shall consist only in leyy- Treason. 
ing war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving 
them aid and comfort. No person shall be cunvicted of trea- 
` son unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt 
; act, or on confession im open court. 

' 2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punish- 

. ment of treason; but no attainder of treason shall work cor- 

ruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the 
person attained, ; 


ARTICLE IV. 


Section 1. 


1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the fy nos go. ar 
‚ public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other States. 

| State. And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe the 

‘manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall be 

_ proved, and the effect thereof. 
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Section 2. 


1. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privi- perior of cit- 
leges and immunities of citizens in the several States. a 
2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or | Criminals to be 
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in anoth- "etw. 
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er State, shall, on demand of executive authority of the State 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
State having jurisdiction of the crime. . 
dave. go mevey 3. No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
. the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence 
of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such ser- 
vice or labor ; but shall be delivered upon claim of the party 
to whom such service or labor may be due. 


SECTION 3. 


Admission of new 1, New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
i Union : but no new State shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State þe form- 
ed by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, 
without the consent of the Legislatures of the States con- 

. cerned, as well as of the Congress. . 
Power of Congress 2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make 
over Territory, £e. all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States; and nothing 
in this Constitution shall be so construed as to predjudice any 

claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 


SECTION 4. 
protection of each The United States shall guaranty to every State in this 
State. Union, a republican form of government, and shall protect 
each of them against invasion ; and on application of the Leg- 
islature, or of the executive (when the Legislature cannot be 

convened) against domestic violence. 


ARTICLE V. 


Mode of amending The Congress whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 

the Constitution. deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitu- 
tion; or on the application of the Legislatures of two-thirds 
of the several States, shall call a convention for proposing 
amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all in- 
tents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified 
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or 
by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the 
other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress. 
Provided, that no amendment, which may be made prior to 
the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall in any 
manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section 
of the first article ; and that no State without its consent, shall 
be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate. 


ARTICLE VI. 


1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, be- 
fore the adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against 
the United States, under this Constitution, as under the con 


federation. 
2° This Constitution, and the Laws of the United State 


Debts assumed, 
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which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties ¿Pg Supreme law 


made or which shall be made under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, shall be the supreme law of the land, and the 
judges in every State shall be bound thereby; anything in 
the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwith- 
standing. Representatives 

8. The Senators and Representatives, before mentioned, Bo do sepooit this 
and the members of the several State Legislatures, and all Constitution. 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and. 
of the several States, shall be bound, by oath or affirmation, 
to support this Constitution; but no religious test shall ever yo religious test, 
be required as a qualification to any office or public trust un- 
der the United States. 

"ARTICLE VI. 

The ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be ,Ratifications | of 
sufficient for the establishment of this Constitution between ent. 
the States so ratifying the same. ` 

Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States 
present, the seventeenth day of September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America, the 
twelfth. In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed 
our names. GEO. WASHINGTON, President, 

` and Deputy from Virginia. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. - DELAWARE. 
John Langdon, George Reed, 
Nicholas Gilman. Gunning Bedford, Jr. 
- MASSACHUSETTS. John Dickinson; l 
Nathaniel Gorham, Richard: Basset, 
Rufas King. Jacob Broom 
CONNECTICUT. MARYLAND. 
William Samuel Johnson, James M’Henry, - 
Roger Sherman. Daniel of St. Tho. Jenifer, 
` NEW YORK. Daniel Carrol. 
Alexander Hamilton. _ VIRGINIA. 
NEW JERSEY. John Blair, 
William Livingston, James Madison, Jr. 
David Brearley, NORTH CAROLINA. 
William Patterson, E William Blount, 
Jonathan Dayton. Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
PENNSYLVANIA. Hugh Williamson. 
Benjamin Franklin, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Thomas Mifflin, . John Rutledge, 
Robert Morris, Chas. Cotesworth Pinckney, 
George Clymer, Charles Pinckney, 
Thomas Fitzsimmons, Pierce Butler. 
Jared Ingersoll, + GEORGIA. 
James Wilson, 2 William Few, 
Governeur Morris. Abraham baldwin. 


Attest, WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. . 
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Amendments to the Constitution. ` 


ARTICLE. 1. : 


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg- 
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances. 


ARTICLE II. 


A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of 
afree State, the right of -the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed. 


ARTICLE ITI. * 


No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, 
without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrants shall issue 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized. 


ARTICLE Y. 


No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or other- 
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment 
of a grand jury, except in a case arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the militia, when in actual service, in time of 
war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject, for 
the same offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; 
nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness 
against himself, or be deprived of life, liberty, property, 


Right of private without due process of law; nor shall private property be 


property. 


taken for public use without just compensation. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the Rights of the ac- 

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the "met, 

State and district wherein the crime shall have been commit- 

ted, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 

law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa- 

tion; to be confronted with the witnesses against him ; to have 

compulsory process, for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 

to have the assistance of counsel for his defence. 


ARTICLE VIL. 


In suits at common law, where the value in controversy Right of trial by 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of triai by jury shall be jwy. 
preserved, and no fact, tried by a jury shall be otherwise re- 
examined in any court of the United States, than according to 
the rules of the common law. 


: ARTICLE VIII. 


Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines Of bail, fines and 
S A . . punishments. 
imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted. . 


ARTICLE IX. 


The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall We Se 
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the those retained. 


people. 
ARTICLE X. 


_The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con- Reserved powers. 
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States, respectively, or to the people. 


ARTICLE XI. 


The judicial power of the United States shall not be con- restriction of ju- 
strued to extend to any suit in law or in equity, commenced “cil powers. 
or prosecuted against one of the United States, by citizens of 
another State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State. 


ARTICLE XL. 


1. The electors shall meet in their respective States and Mode of clecting 
vote by ballot, for President and Vice President, one of whom, Eresident and Vice 
at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with United States, 
themselves; and they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted 


for as Vice President; and they shall make distinct lists of 
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all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for 
as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which 
lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the 
seat of government of the United States, directed to the Pres- 
ident of the Senate; the President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open 
all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted; the 

erson having the greatest number of votes for President, 
shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the 
whole number of electors appointed ; and if no person have 
such majority, then from the persons having the highest num- 
ber, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted for as 
President, the House of Representatives shall choose imme- 
diately, by ballot, the President. But, in choosing the Presi- 
dent, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation 
from each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 
States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a 
choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose 
a President, whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon 
them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the 
Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the 
death or other constitutional disability of the President. 

2. The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice- 
President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and if no 
person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on 
the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quo- 
rum for that purpose, shall consist of two-thirds of the whole 
number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number 
shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally eligible to the office of 
President, shall be cligible to that of Vice-President of the 
United States. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


When citizenship If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, re- 
shall be forfeited. Geive, or retain any title of nobility or honor, or shall, with- 
out the consent of Congress, accept and retain any present, 
- pension, office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any 
emperor, king, prince, or foreign power, such person shall 
cease to be a citizen of the United States, and shall be incapa- 
Los ‘es holding any office of trust or profit under them, or either 
of them. 


Le 


ORGANIC LAW. 


AN ACT 
TO ORGANIZE THE TERRITORIES OF 


NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 


Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of Temporary gov- 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, that all ernment for Torri- 
that part of the territory of the United States included within established. 
the following limits, except such portions thereof as are here- 
inafter expressly exempted from the operations of this act, to 
wit: beginning at a point in the Missouri River, where the Boundaries. 
fortieth parallel of north latitude crosses the same; thence 
west on said parallel to the east boundary of the Territory of 
Utah, on the summit of the Rocky Mountains ;. thence on said 
summit northward to the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude ; 
thence east on said parallel to the. western boundary of the 
Territory of Minnesota; thence southward on said boundary 
to the Missouri River; thence down the main channel of said p, Admitted as a 
river to the place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, or without Slavery. 
created into a temporary government by the name of the Ter- saa heaters eta 
ritory of Nebraska; and when admitted as a State or States, TEA Te Aa 
the said Territory, or any portion of the same, shall be received ritory reserved. 
into the Union with or without slavery, as their Constitution 
may prescribe at the time of their admission: Provided, that 
nothing inthis act contained shall be construed to inhibit the 
government of the United States from dividing said Territory 
into two or more Territories, in such manner, and at such times 
as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or from at- 
taching any portion of said Territory to any other State or Ter- 
ritory of the United States: Provided further, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to impair the rights of Rights of Indians 

e i . . y in said Territory 
person or property now pertaining to the Indians in said not impaired. 
Territory, so long as such rights shall remain unextinguished 
by treaty between the United States and such Indians, or to 
include any territory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, 
is not, without the consent of said tribe, to be included with- 
in the territorial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Terri- 
tory; but all such territory shall be excepted out of the bound. 
aries, and constitute no part of the Territory of Nebraska, 
until said tribe shall signify their assent to the President of ,, UnitedStates re- 
the United States, to be included within the said Territory of authority over said 


Nebraska, or to effect the authority of the government of the "dien: 


Proviso. 
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United States to make any regulations respecting such In- 
dians, their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or 
otherwise, which it would have been competent to the govern- 
ment to make if this act had never passed. 
pow Sxecutivo Sro. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive pow- 
governor, his term er and authority in and over said Territory of Nebraska, shall 
Gt ee) powers, be vested in’ a Governor, who shall hold his office for four 
ments. years, and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the United States. 
The Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be 
commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant par- 
dons and respites for offences against the laws of said Territo- 
ry, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United 
States, until the decision of the President can be made known 
thereon ; he shall commission all officers who shall be appoint- 
ed to office under the laws of said Territory, and shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
Br ray: mis  Sxc.3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a Sec- 
‘retary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his 
office for five years, unless sooner removed by the President of 
the United States; he shall record, and preserve all the laws 
and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly hereinafter con- 
stituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the Governor in 
his executive department, he shall transmit one copy of the 
laws and journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty 
days after the end of each session, and one copy of the exec- 
utive proceedings and official correspondence semi-annually, on 
the first days of January and July in each year, to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and two copies of the laws to the 
President of the Senate and to the speaker of the House of 
Representatives, to be deposited in the libraries of Congress ; 
cue ai death, and in case of the death, removal, resignation, or absence of 
val or absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary shall be, and 
ari ts s he is hereby authorized and required to execute and perform 
ernor. all the powers and duties of the Governor during such vacancy 
or absence, or until another Governor shall be duly appointed. 
and qualified to fill such vacancy. 
Legislative power; SEC. 4. And beit further enacted, That the Legislative pow- 
pow vested. Leg- er and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the Gov-. 


ane 
a Daun ernoranda Legislative Assembly. The Legislative Assembly 
pion ir oa % shall consist of a Council and House of Representatives. The 
Council shall consist of thirteen members, having the qualifi- 
cations of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of 
service shall continue two years. The House of Representa- 
tives shall, at its first session, consist of twenty-six members, 
possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for members 
of the Council, and whose term of service shall continue one 
Number of coun- year. ‘The number of Representatives may be increased by 
repre- < E . x . Z 
sentatives. the Legislative Assembly, from time to time, in proportion to 
Numberofcouncit- the increase of the qualified voters: Provided, That the whole 
lors and represent- number shall never exceed thirty-nine. An apportionment shall 
atives limited. be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several 
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counties or districts, for the election of the council and repre- nly Medio E of 
sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory, representa- l 
tion in the ratio of its qualified voters, as nearly as may be. 
And the members of the Council and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district or 
county or counties, for which they may be elected, respectively. 
Previous to the first election, the Governor shall cause, a_ Census to be ta- 
census, or enumeration of the inhabitants and qualified voters jeg When and 
of the several counties and districts of the Territory to be 
taken by such persons and in such mode as the Governor shall 
designate and appoint; and the person so appointed shall re- 
ceive areasonable compensation therefor. And the first election | How the first 
shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such Sa and who 
manner, both as to the persons who shall superintend such eleg- “eclared elected. 
tion and the returns thereof, as the Governor shall appoint 
and, direct, and he shall at the same time declare the number 
of members of the Council and House of Representatives to 
each of the counties or districts shall þe entitled under this 
act. The persons having the highest number of ‘legal votes 
in each of said council districts for members of the Council, 
shall be declared by the Governor to be duly elected tó the 
Council; and the persons having the highest number of legal 
votes for the House of Representatives, shall be declared by 
the Governor to be duly elected members of said House: 
Provided, That in case two or more persons voted for shall Proviso incase of 
have an equal number of votes, and in case a vacancy shall moie © O7 P9 
otherwise occur in either branch of the Legislative Assembly, 
the Governor shall order a new election ; and the persons thus 
elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such place 
and on such day as the Governor shall appoint: but there- l 
after, the time, place, and manner of holding and conducting „Subsequent eiec- 
all elections by the people, and the apportioning the represen- mined by the As- 
tation in the several counties or districts to the Council and °°" 
House of Representatives, according to the number of qualified 
voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as the day of the 
commencement of the regular sessions of Legislative Assem- 
bly: Provided, That no session in any one_yeär shall exceed Proviso as to terms 
: S < of sessions of Leg- 

the term of forty days, except ‘the first session, which may islative Assembly. 
continue sixty days. 

Szo. 5. And be it, further enacted, That every free white , Qualifications of 
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall : 
be an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess 
the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to 
vote at the first election, and shall be eligible to any office with- 
in the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters and of 
holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be -such as 
shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly : Provided, Proviso. 
That the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be exer- wha hara theright 
cised only by citizens of the United States, and those who e of 
shall have declared on oath, their intention to become such, S 
and shall have taken an oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States and the provisions of this act: And provided Further proviso. 
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Further, That no officer, soldier, seamen or marine, or other per- 

son in the army or navy of the United States, or attached to 
troops in the service of the United States, shall be allowed to 
vote or hold office in said Territory, by reason of being on ser- 
vice therein. 

Seo. 6. And be ü further enacted, That the legislative power 
of the Territory shall extend to ‚all rightful subjects of leg- 
islation consistent with the Constitution of the United States 
and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed in- 
terfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall be 
imposed upon the property of the United States; nor shall 
the lands or other-property of non-residents, be taxed higher 
than the lands or other property of residents. Every bill 
which shall have passed the Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the said Territory, shall before it become a law, 
be presented to the Governor of the Territory; if he approve, 
he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his objec- 
tions to the house in which it originated, who shall enter the 
objections at large on their journal, and proceed to re-consider 
it. If, after such re-consideration, two-thirds of that house 
shall agree to pasa the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections to the other house, by which it shall likewise be re- 
considered, and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it 


shall become a law. Butin all such cases the votes of. both - 


houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on 
the journal of each house respectively. Ifany bill shall not 
be returned by the Governor within three days (Sundays ex- 
cepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same 
shall be a law in like manner as if he had signedit, unless the 
Assembly by adjournment, preventits return, in which case it 
shall not be a law. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township, dis- 
trict, and county officers, not herein otherwise provided for, 
shall be appointed or elected, as the case may be, in such man- 
ner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative As- 
sembly of the territory of Nebraska. The Governor shall 


islative Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise pro- 
vided for; and in the first instance the Governor alone may 
appoint all said officers, who shall hold their offices until the 
end of the first session of the Legislative Assembly; and 
shall lay off the necessary districts for members of the Coun- 
cil and House of Representatives, and all other officers. 

Seo. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of the 
Legislative Assembly shall hold, or be appointed to, any office 


which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of 


which shall have been increased, while he was a member, ' 


during the term for which he was elected, and for one year af- 
ter the expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not 
be applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly ; 
and no person holding a commission or appointment under the 
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United States, except Postmasters, shall be a member of the 
Legislative Assembly, or hold any office under the government 
of said Territory. 

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial power Pea te ati P 
of said Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District and how to be ex- 
Courts, Probate Courts, and in justices of the Peace. The Su- ences 
preme Court shall consist of a chief justice and two associate 
justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and who 
shall hold a termi at the seat of government of said Territory 
annually, and they shall hold their offices during the period of 
four years, and until their successors shall be appointed and 
qualified. The said Territory shall be divided into "three mhree judicial 
judicial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of districts formed. 
said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme Court, at 
such times and places as may be prescribed by law; and the 
said judges shall, after their appointments, respectively, reside 
in the districts which shall be assigned them. The jurisdiction en e 
of the several courts herein provided for, both appellate and bone and or jet 
original, and that of the probate courts and of justices-of the es of the peace. 
peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, That justices 
of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in contro- 
versy when the title or boundaries of land may be in dispute, 
or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred 
dollars; and the said Supreme and District Courts, respect- 
ively, shall possess chancery as well as common law juris- 
diction. Each district court, or the judge thereof, shall ap- Bach district 
point its clerk, who shall also be the register in Chancery, guy, *PPolmé its 
and shall keep his office at the place where the court may 
be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and appeals, writs of error, 
shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions of & allowed. 
said District Courts to the Supreme Court, under such reg- 
ulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no case re- 
moved to the Supreme Court, shall trial “by jury be allowed 
in said Court. The Supreme Court, or the justices thereof, i 
shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his een 
office at the pleasure of the court for which he shall have clerk. 
been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals’ from the final nits of error 
decisions of said Supreme Court, shall be allowed, and may and appeals from 
be taken to the Supreme Court of the United States, in the Supreme Court 
same manner and under the same regulations as from the preme Court of 
Circuit Courts of the United States, where the value of the Umit States. 
property, or the amount in controversy, to be ascertained by 
the oath or affirmation of either party, or other competent 
witness, shall exceed one thousand dollars; except only that Exception. 
in all cases involving title to slaves, the said- writ- of error, 
or appeals shall be allowed and decided by the said Supreme 
Court, without regard to the value of the matter, property or 
title in controversy; and except also thata writ of error or 
appeal shall also be allowed to the Supreme Court cf the 
United States, from the decision of the said Supreme Court 
created by this act, or of any Judge thereof, or of the district 
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courts created by this act, or of any Judge thereof, upon any 

l writ of habeas corpus, involving the question of personal free- 

E ue dom: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 

and from labor. strued to apply to or aftect the provisions to the “act respect- 

ing fugitives from justice, and persons escaping from the ser- 

vice of their masters,” approved February twelfth, seventeen 

hundred and ninety-three, and the “act to amend and suppie- 

1840, ch. 60, mentary to the aforesaid act,” approved September eighteen, 

eighteen hundred and fifty; and each of the said District 

Courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all 

cases arising under the Constitution and Laws of the United 

States as is vested in the Circuit and District Courts of the 

United States; and the said Supreme and District Courts of 

the said Territory, and the respective judges thereof shall and 

Habeas corpus. may grant writs of habeas corpus in all eases in which the 

same are granted by the Judges of the United States in the 

District of Columbia; and the first six days of every term of 

said courts, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, shall be 

appropriated to the trial of causes arising under the said con- 

stitution and laws, and writs of error and appeal in all such 

cases shall be made to the Supreme Court of said Territory, 

the same as in other cases. The said clerk shall receive in 

all such cases the same fees which the’ clerks of the District 
Courts of Utah Territory now receive for similar services. 

The Acts—i793, Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That the provisions of 
ch. 7,1850, ch. 6 an act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from justice, and 
territory, persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved 

February twelve, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and 
the provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and sup- 
plementary to the aforesaid act,” approved September eight- 
een, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, aud the same are hereby, | 
declared to extend to and be in full force within the limits of 
said Territory of Nebraska. - 

Theattorneyand Seo. 11, And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
marshal, tenure of 2 x ‘ N e 
their offices and appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who shall continue 
compensation. in office for four years, and until his successor shall be ap- 

pointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the President, 
and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the Attor- 
ney of the United States for the present Territory of Utah. 
There shall also be a Marshal for the Territory appointed, 
who shall hold his office for four years, and until his successor 
shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by 
the President, and who shall execute all processes issuing from 
the said Courts when exercising their jurisdiction as Circuit 
and District Courts of the United States; he shall perform 
the duties, be subject to the same regulations and penalties, 
and be entitled to the same fees, as the Marshal of the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States for the present Territory of 
Utah, and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred dollars an- 
nually asa compensation for extra services. 

The Governor, Seo. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Governor, 


, Chief E : 2 : 
le eu Asso. Secretary, fhief Justices, and Associate Justices, Attorney 


1793, ch. 7. 


Fees of clerks, 
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and Marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the 
United States. The Governor and Secretary to be appointed 
as aforesaid, shall, before they act as such, respectively take 
an oath or affirmation before the District Judge, or some Jus- 
tice of the Peace in the limits of said Territory, duly author- 
ized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in 
force therein, or before the Chief Justice or some Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support 
the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties of their respective offices, ‘which said oaths, 
when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the 
same shall have been taken; and such certificates shall be re- 
ceived and recorded by the said Secretary among the Execu- 
tive proceedings; and the Chief Justice and Associate Justices, 
‘and all other civil officers in said Territory, before they act as 
‘such, shall take a like oath or affirmation before the said Gov- 
ernor or Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the Peace of 
the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and qualified, 
which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and transmitted 
by the person taking the same to the Secretary, to be by him 
recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards the like oath or afirm- 
ation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in such manner 
and form as may be „prescribed by law. The Governor shall 
receive an annual salary øf two thousand five hundred dollars. 
The Chief Justice and Associate Justiees shall each receive 
an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The Secretary shall 
receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The said 
salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, from the dates of the re- 
spective appointments, at the Treasury of the United States; 
but no such payments shall be made until said officers shall 
have entered upon the duties of their respective appointments. 
The members of the Legislative Assembly shall be“@ntitled to 
` receive three dollars each per day during their attendance at 
the sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every twenty 
miles’ travel in going to and returning from the said sessions, 
estimated according to the nearest usually traveled route: 
and an additional allowance of three dollars shall be paid to 
the presiding officer of each house for each day he shall so pre- 
side. And achief clerk, and assistant clerk, a sergeant-at- 
arms, and doorkeeper, may be chosen for each house; and the 
chief clerk shall receive four dollars per day, and the said oth- 
er officers, three dollars per day during the session of the 
Legislative Assembly ; but no other officer shall be paid by the 
United States: Provided, That there shall be but one session 
of the Legislature. annually, unless, on an extraordinary oc- 
casion, the Governor shall think proper.to call the Legislature 
together. There shall be appropriated, annually, the usual 


sum, to be expended by the Governor, to defray the contin-. 


gent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of a clerk 
of the Executive Department; and there shall also be appro- 
priated, annually, a sufficient sum, to be expended by the 
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- Secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate to be made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to de- 
fray the expenses of the Legislative Assembly, the printing 
of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and the Governor 
and Secretary of the Territory shall, in the disbursement of 
all moneys intrusted to them, be governed solely by the in- 
structions of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, and shall, semi-annnally, account to the said Secretary 
for the manner in which the aforesaid moneys shall have been 
expended; and no expenditure shall be made by said Legis- 

pomponditures of lative Assembly for objects not specially authorized by the 

gislative Assem- S S 
bly limited. acts of Congress, making the appropriations, nor beyond the 

ae sums thus appropriated for such objects. 

ee a Seo. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Legislative 
first session as di- Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska shall hold its first 
enor, te Gow session at such time and place in said Territory as the Gover- 
nor thereof shall appoint and direct; and at said first session, 
or as soon thereafter as they shall deem expedient, the Gover- 
nor and Legislative Assembly shall proceed to locate and es- 
mecat of govern- tablish the seat of government for said Territory at such place 
i as they may deem eligible; which place, however, shall there- 
after be subject to be changed by the said Governor and Legis- 

lative Assembly. 

A delegate tobe Sec. 14. And beit further enacted, That A delegate to the 
Sra of ie Unie House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for 
meatal the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United 

States; may be elected by the voters qualified to elect mem- 

bers of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to 

‚the same rights and privileges as are exercifed and enjoyed 

by the delegates from the several other Territories of the 

United States to the said House of Representatives, but the 

delegate first elected shall hold his seat only during the term 

of the Congress to which he shall be elected. The first elec- 

tion shall be held at such time and places, and be conducted 

in such manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and 

at all subsequent elections the times, places, and manner of 

holding the elections, shall be prescribed by law. The person 

having the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the 

__.. Governor to be duly elected; and a certificate thereof shall 
andappliablolnes De given accordingly. That the Constitution and all Laws of 
of the U. 8, shall the United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall 
Territory, except Dave the same force and effect within the said Territory of 
tro eighth section Nebraska as elsewhere within the United States, except the 

+ 44, ared . . e. . 

void. eighth section of the act preparatory to the admission of Mis- 
souriinto the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen hundred 

and twenty, which, being inconsistent with the principle of 
non-intervention by Congress with slavery in the States and 

Territories, as recognized by the legislation of eighteen hun- 

dred and fifty, commonly called the Compromise Measures, is 

act intentofthis hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the true intent 
slavery. E and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any Terri- 
tory or State nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the 
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people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their do- 

mestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the. Con- 
stitution of the United States: Provided, That nothing herein _,,Provise asto te- 
contained shall be construed to revive or put in force any law cerning slavery. 
or regulation which may have existed prior to the act of sixth + ‚ch. 22. 
March, eighteen hundred and twenty, either protecting, estab- 

lishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery. 

Seo. 15. And be it further enacted, That there shall here- Appropriation for 
after be appropriated, as has been customary for the Territorial ”™ er 
governments, a sufficient amount, to be expended under the 
direction of the said Governor of the Territory of Nebraska, 
not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated) for similar. 
objects, for the erection of suitable public buildings at the 
seat of government, and for the purchase of a library, to be 


. kept at the seat of government, for the use of the Governor, 


Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary, 
Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other per- 
sons, and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That when the lands Reservation for 
in the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of *°°°* 
the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing ` 
the same into market, sections number sixteen and thirty-six 
in each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are 
hereby, reserved for the purpose of being applied to schools 
in said Territory, and in the States and Territories hereafter 
to be erected out of the same. . 

Sec. 17. And be tt further enacted, That until otherwise Judicial districts 
provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define " 
the Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges 
who may be appointed for said Territory to the several districts; 
and also appoint the times and places for holding courts in the 
several counties or subdivisions in each of said Judical Dis- 
tricts by proclamation, to be issued by him; but the Legislative 
Assembly, at their first or any ‘subsequent session, may organ- 
ize, alter, or modify such Judicial Districts, and assign the 
judges, and alter the times and places of holding the courts, 
as to them shall seem proper and convenient, - ~ 

Seo. 18. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be officers appoint- 
appointed by the President, by and with’ the advice and con- S ZE Be 
sent of the Senate, for the Territory of Nebraska, who, by moneys received in 
virtue of the provisions of any law now existing, or which "a %59. 
may be enacted during the present Congress, are required to 
give security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for 
disbursement, shall give such security, at such time and place, 
and in such manner, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe. l i . 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all that part of temporary gov- 
the Territory of the United States included within the follow- rn Kane T 
ing limits, except such portions thereof as are hereinafter ex- ' 
pressly exempted from the operations of this act, to wit: þe- 
ginning at a point on the western boundary of the State of Boundaries. 
Missouri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude 
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erosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the eastern 

boundary of New Mexico; thence north on said boundary to 

latitude thirty-eight; thence following said boundary westward 

to the east boundary of the Territory of Utah, on the summit 

of the Rocky Mountains; thence northward on said summit to 

the fortieth parallel of latitude; thence east on said parallel to, 

the western. boundary of the State of Missouri, thence south 

with the western boundary of said State to the place of be- 

ginning, be, and the same is hereby, created into a temporary 

are government by the nameof the Territory of Kansas; and when 

e vin admitted as a State or States, the said Territory, or any portion 

or without slavery. of the same, shall be received into the Union with or without 

_.. Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe atthe time of 

an their admission: Provided, That nothing in this act contained 

attach part of itto shall be construed to inhibit the government of. the United 
a State or Territory ae Ve A E . 2 

reserved. States from dividing said Territory into two or more Territo- 

ries, in such manner and at such times as Congress shall deem 

convenient and proper, or from attaching any portion of said 

Territory to any other State or Territory of the United States: 

_ Provided, further, That nothing in this act contained shall be 

in etd temitory COUStrued to impair the rights of person or property now per- 

not impaired. taining to the Indians in said Territory, so long as such rights 

shallremain unextinguished by treaty between the United 

States and such Indians, or to include any Territory which, by 

treaty with any Indian tribe, is not, without the consent of 

said tribe, to be included within the territorial limits or juris- 

diction of any State or Territory; but all such territory shall 

be excepted out of the boundaries, and constitute no part of 

the Territory of Kansas, until said tribe shall signify their as- 

sent to the President of the United States to be included 

United States Within the said Territory of Kansas, or to affect the authority 
rotaine? authorter Of the government of the United States to make any regula- 
over said Indians. tion respecting such Indians, their lands, property, or other 

rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise which it would have been- 
competent to the government to make if this act had never 
assed. E ' 

The executive 9 Szc. 20. And be it further enacted, That the executive 
power vested in a power and authority mand over said Territory of Kansas shall 
nure of office, be vested in a Governor, who shall hold his office for four years, 
powers, duties and and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless 

sooner removed by the President of the United States. The 

g Governor shall reside within said Territory, and shall be com- 
mander-in-chief of the militia thereof. He may grant par- 
dons and respites for offences against the laws of said Terri- 
tory, and reprieves for offences against the laws of the United 
States, until the decision of the President can be made known 
thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be appointed 
to office under the laws of the said Territory, and shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Sectetary,his Seo. 21. And be it further enacted, That there shall be a 
Powers and duties. Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold 

his office for five years, unless sooner removed by the Presi- 
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dent of the United States; he shall record and preserve all 

the laws and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly herein- 

after constituted, and all the acts and proceedings of the 

Governor in his Executive Department; he shall transmit. one 

copy of the laws and journals of the Legislative. Assembly 

within thirty days after the end of each session, and one copy 

of the executive proceedings and official correspondence semi- 

annually, on the first days of January and July in each year, 

to the President of the United States, and two copies of the 

laws to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives, to be deposited in the libraries of 

Congress; and, in case of the death, removal, resignation, or , When Secretary 

A is to act as Gov- 

absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Secretary ernor. 

shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to execute 

and perform all the powers and duties of the Governor during 

such vacancy or absence, or until another Governor shall be 

duly appointed and qualified to fill such vacancy. ` . 
Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That the legislative , Legislativo pow- 

power and authority of said Territory shall be vested in the * Legislativo as- 

Governor and Legislative Assembly. The Legi-lative As- Sembly to consist of, 

sembly shall consist of a Council and House of Representa- of Representatives. 

tives. ~The Council shall consist of thirteen members, having 

the qualification of voters,as hereinafter prescribed, whose 

term of service shall continue two years. The House of Re- 

presentatives shall, at its first session, consist of twenty-six 

members, possessing the same qualifications as prescribed for 

members of the Council, and whose term of service shall con- 

tinue one year. Thenumber of Representatives may be. in- Number ofGoun- 

creased by the Legislative Assembly, from time to time, in sentative. 7 

proportion to the increase of qualified voters: Provided, That core ana Room 

the whole number shall never exceed thirty-nine. An appor- sentatives limited. 

tionment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among oa 

the several counties or districts, for the election of the Council 

and-Representatives, giving to each section of the Territory 

representation in the ratio of its qualified voters as near as 

may be. And the members of the Council and of the House 

of Representatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the 

district or county, or counties; for which they may be elected, 

respectively. Previous to the first election, the Governorshall „Sensus to be 

cause acensus, or enumeration of the inhabitants and qualified how. 

voters of the several counties and districts of the Territory, 

to be taken by such persons and in such mode as the Governor 

shall designate and appoint; and the persons so appointed shall 

receive a reasonable compensation therefor, And the first „Ay the first 

election shall be held at such time and places, and be con- conducted who 

ducted in such manner, both as to the persons who shall super- "el 

intend such electionand the returns thereof, as the Governor shall 

appoint and direct; and he shall at the same time declare the 

number of members of the Council and House of Representa- 

tives to which each of the counties or districts’ shall be en- > 

titled under this act. The person having the highest number of 


legal votes in each of said Council District for members of ` 
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the Council, shall be declared by the Governor to be duly 
elected to the Council; and the persons having the highest 
number of legal votes for the House of Representatives, shall 
be declared by the Governorto be duly elected members of 
y arovisoin caseof said house: Provided, That in case two or more persons voted 
y or no š 

choice, for shall have an equal number of votes, and in case a vacancy 
shall otherwise. occur in either branch of the Legislative 
Assembly, the Governor shall order anew election: And the 
persons thus elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meetat 
such place and on such day as the Governor shall appoint; but 
thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding and con- 
creates”. ducting all elections by the people, and the apportioning the 
meee the As- representation in the several counties or districts to the 
` Council and House of Representatives, according to the num- 
ber of qualified voters, shall be prescribed by law, as well as 
f the day of the commencement of the regular sessions of the 
toma of sessions or regular sessions of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That 
the Legislative As- no session in any one year shall exceed the term of forty days, 

N: except the first session which may continue for sixty days, 
¿Qualification of Seo, 23. And be tt further enacted, That every free white 
i male inhabitant, above the age of twenty-one years, who shall 
be an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the 
qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled tovote at 
the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said 
Territory; but. the qualifications of voters, and of holding office, 
at all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed 
Proviso, by the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That the right of suf- 
a ut, Tage and of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens 
and of holding of- of the United States, and those who shall have declared, on 
nico: oath, their intention to become such, and shall have taken an 
oath to support the Constitution cf the United States and the 
Further proviso. provisions of this act: And provided further, That no officer, 
soldior, seaman, or marine, or other person in the army ornavy 
of the United States, or attached to troops in the service of 
the United States, shall. be allowed to vote or hold office in 

said Territory, by reason of being on service therein. 

ee Sec. 24. And beit further enacted, That the legislative 
defined. power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act; butnolaw shall be passed 
interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no tax shall 
be imposed .upon the property of the United States; nor shall 
the lands or other property of non-residents be taxed higher 
than the lands or other property of residents. Every bill 
which shall have passed the Council and House of Represen- 
tatives of the said Territory shall, before it become a law, be 
presented to the Governor of the Territory; if he approve, he 
shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his objections 
to the House in which it originated, who shall enter the ob- 
_ jections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsiderit, 
B ee Lf, after Bach eee eeu two-thirds of that House shall 


asientos, agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the ob- 


Governor’s veto. 
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jections, tothe other House, by which it shall likewise be re- 

considered, and if approved by two-thirds of that House it 

shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both 

Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered 

on the journal of each House respectively. If any bill shall „nies R.R 
not be returned by the Governor within three days (Sundays Governor within 3 - 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same “"* 

shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless 

the Assembly, by adjournment, prevent its return, in which 

case it shall not be a law. 

Seo. 25. And be it further enacted, That all township, dis- on acon 

P . . . cts, and coun- 
trict, and. county officers, not herein otherwise provided for, ty officers are to be 
shall be appointed or elected as the case may be, in such man- *PPointed. 
ner as shall be provided by the Governor and Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Kansas. The Governor shall 
nominate, and, by aud with the consent of the Legislative 
Council, appoint all officers not herein otherwise provided for; 
and, in the first instance, the Governor alone may appoint all 
said officers, who shall hold their offices until'the end of the 
first session of the Legislative Assembly; and shall lay off the 
necessary districts for members of the Council and House of 
Representatives, and all other officers. 

Sec. 26. And beit further enacted, That no member of the y Jo, member of 
Legislative Assembly shall hold,or be appointed to, any office hold certain offices 
which shall have been created, or the salary or emoluments of Zune term of his 
which shall have been increased, while he was a member, dur- et, nn 
ing the term for which he was elected, and for one year after ae el to 
the expiration of such term; but this restriction shall not be Kanye» of the 
applicable to members of the first Legislative Assembly; and 
no person holding a commission or appointment under the Uni- 
ted States, except Postmasters; shall’ be a member of the 
Legislative Assembly, or hold any office under the goverment 
of said Territory. ee 

Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the judicial Rea Tone 
power of said Territory shall be vested in a Supreme Court, 2ndhow tobe exer- 
District Courts, Probate Courts, and in Justices vf the Peace. ~ 
The Supreme Court shall consist of a chief justice and two 
associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, , 
and who shall hold a term at the seat of government of said 
Territory annually, and they shall hold their offices during the ' 
period of four years, and until their successors shall be ap- 
pointed and qualified. The said Territory shall be divided „un.es Judicial 
into three judicial districts, and a district court shall be held 
in each of said districts by one of the justices of the Supreme 
Court, at such times and places as may be prescribed by law; - 
and the said judges shall, after their appointments, respect- 
ively, reside in the districts which shall be assigned them. 

The jurisdiction of the several courts herein provided for, both Jurisdiction of 
appellate and original, and that of the probate courts and of en a 
justices of the peace, shall be as limited by law; Provided, Proviso. 

That justices of the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any 

matter in controversy when the title or boundaries of land may 
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be in dispute, or where the debt or sum claimed shall exceed 

one hundred dollars; and the said Supreme and District 
_. Courts, respectively, shall possess chancery, as well as com- 

cont rant ae mon law jurisdiction. Bach District Court, or the judge 
clerk. thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register 
in Chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the 

Writs of error, Court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and 
de, allowed. appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from the final decisions 
of said District Courts to the Supreme Court, under such reg- 

ulations as may be prescribed by law; butin no case removed 

to the Supreme Court, shall trial by jury be allowed in said 

Supreme Court Court. The Supreme Court, or the justices thereof, shall ap- 
appoint its owa point its own clerk, and every clerk shall hold his office at the 
pleasure of the court for which he shall have been appointed. 

Writs of error Writs of error, and appeals from the final decisions of said 
ee cet Supreme Court, shall be allowed, and may be taken to the Su- 
When taken to Sui prow Court of the United States, in the same manner, and 
United States. under the same regulations as from the Circuit Courts of the 
United States, where the value of the property, or the amount 

in controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation of 

either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed one 

Exception. thousand dollars; except only that in all cases involving title 
to slaves, the said writs of error, or appeals, shall be allowed 

and decided by the said Supreme Court, without regard to the 

value of the matter, property, or title in controversy; and 

except also that a writ of error or appeal shall also be allowed 

to the Supreme Court of the United States, from the decision 

of the said Supreme Court created by this act, or of any Judge 

thereof, or of the district courts created by this act, or of any 

Judge thereof, upon any writ of habeas corpus, involving the 

Proviso as to fa. Question of personal freedom: Provided, That nothing herein 
gitives from jus- contained shall be construed to apply to or effect the provisions 
bog, and from la- 40 the “act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons es- 
caping from the service of their masters,” approved February 
twelfth, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and the “act to 
1850, ch. 60. amend and supplementary to the aforesaid act,” approved Sep. 
tember eighteen, eighteen hundred and fifty ; and each of the 

said District Courts shall have and exercise the same jurisdic- 

tion in all cases arising. under the Constitution and Laws of 

the United States asis vested in the Circuit and District 

Courts of the United States; and the said Supreme and Dis- 

trict Courts of the said Territory; and the respective judges 

thereof shall and may grant writs of habeas corpus in all cases 

in which the same are granted by the Judges of the United 

Certain causes to States in the District of Columbia; and the first six days of 
take precedence. every term of said courts, or so much thereof as shall be 
necessary, shall be appropriated to the trial of causes arising 
under the said constitution and laws, and writs of error and 
appeal in all such cases shall be made to the Supreme Court 
of said Territory, the same as in other cases. The said clerk 
shall receive in all such cases, the same fees which the clerks 
of the District Courts of Utah Territory now receive for simi- 

lar services. 


1793 ch. 7. 
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gen 28. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
an act entitled“ An act respecting fugitives from justice, and 
persons escaping from the service of their masters,” approved 
February twelve, seventeen hundred and ninety-three, and 
the provisions of the act entitled “An act to amend, and sup- 
plementary to the aforesaid act,” approved September eigh- 
teen, eighteen hundred and fifty, be, and the same are hereby, 
declared to extend to and be in full force within the limits. of 
said Territory of Kansas. 

Sec. 29. And beit further enacted, That there shall be 
appointed an Attorney for said Territory, who shall continue 
in office for four years, and until his successor shall be ap- 
pointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the Presi- 
dent, and who shall receive the same fees and salary as the 
Attorney of the United States for the present Territory of 
Utah. There shall also be amarshal for the Territory ap- 
pointed, who shal] hold his office for four years, and until his 
successor shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner re- 
moved by the President, and who shall execute all processes 


The Acts—1793, 
ch. 7, 1850, ch. 60, 
extended over this 
Territory. 


The attorney and 
marshal, tenure of 
their offices and 
compensation. 


issuing from the said Courts when exercising their jurisdic- . 


tion as Circuit and ‘District Courts of the United States; he 
shall perform the duties, be subject to the same regulations 
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as the Mar- 
shal of the District Court of the United States for the present 
Territory of Utah, and shall, in addition, he paid two hundred 
dollars annually as a compensation for extra services. 

Sec. 80. And be it further enacted, That the Governor, 
Secretary, Chief Justices, and Associate Justices, Attorney 
and Marshal shall be nominated, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appointed by the President of the 
United States. The Governor and Secretary to be appointed 
as aforesaid, shall, before they act as such, respectively take 
an oath or affirmation before the District Ji udge, or some Jus- 
tice of the Peace in the limits of said Territory, duly author- 
ized to administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now in 
force therein, or before the Chief Justice, or some Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, to support 
the Constitution of the United States, and faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties of their respective offices, which said caths, 
when so taken, shall be certified by the person by whom the 
same shall have been taken; and such certificate shall be re- 
ceived and recorded by the said Secretary among the execu- 
tive proceedings; and the Chief Justice and Associate Jus- 
tices, and all other civil officers in said Territory, before they 
act as such, shall take alike oath or affirmation before the 
said Governor. er Secretary, or some Judge or Justice of the 
Peace of the Territory, who may be duly commissioned and 
qualified, which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and 
transmitted by the person taking the same to the Secretary, to 
be by him recorded as aforesaid; and afterwards the like 
oath or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and recorded, in 


The Governor, 
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such manner and form as may be prescribed bylaw. The Gov- 
Salary of Govern- exnor shall receive an annual salary of two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. The Chief Justice and Associate Justices shall 


RT of Chief each receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars. The 


ciate Judges, Secretary shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dol- 
lary, AP P lars. The said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, from the 


dates of the respective appointments, at the Treasury of the 
United States; but no such payments shall be made until said 
officers shali have entered upon the duties of their respective 
appointments. The members of the Legislative .Assembly 
me ompensation of shall be entitled to receive three dollars each per day during 
Legislative Assem- their attendance at the sessions thereof, and three dollars each 
a for every twenty miles’ travel in going to, and returning from 
the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually 
traveled route: and an additional allowance of three dollars 
; shall be paid to the presiding officer of each house for each 
Pay of certain Gay he shall so preside. And a chief clerk, and bi nre 
oficers ofeach clerk, a sergeant-at-arms, and doorkeeper, may be chosen for 
: each house; and the chief clerk shall receive four dollars per 
e day, and the said other officers, three dollars per day during 
the session ofthe Legislative assembly : but no other officer 
Proviso as tonum- shall be paid by the United States: Provided, That there 
pe ty ons an- shall be but one session of the Legislature annually, unless, 
on an extraordinary occasion, the Governor shall think proper 
to call the Legislature together: There shall be appropriated 
annually, the usual sum, to be expended by the Governor, to 
Contingent ex- defray the contingent expenses of the Territory, including the 
Ponses provided for salary of a clerk of the Executive department; and there shall 
also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be expended 
by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an estimate to be 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, 
to defray the expenses of the Legislative Assembly, the print- 
ing of the laws, and other incidental expenses; and the Gov- 
ernor and Secretary of the Territory shall, in the disburse- 
ment of all moneys intrusted to them, be governed solely by 
the instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United . 
States, and shall, semi-annually, account to the said Secretary 
Expenditures of for the manner in which the aforesaid moneys shall have been 
Legislative Assem- expended ; and no expenditure shall be made by said Legisla- 
y limited. f Ç . . 
tive Assembly for objects not specially authorized by the acts 
of Congress, making the appropriations, nor beyond the sums 
thus appropriated for such objects. 
Seat of govern Sec. 81. And be it further enacted, That the seat of gov- 
mont at Fort Lea- coment of said Territory is hereby located ‘temporarily at 
Public buildings Fort Leavenworth; and that such portions of the public build- 
used as Governor ings as may not be actually used and needed for military pur- 
directs. 8 y . J E A JP 
poses, may be occupied and used, under the direction of the 
" Governor and Legislative Assembly, for such public purposes 
as may be required under the provisions of this act. 
A delegate tobo NEC. 32. And be at further enacted, That a delegate to the 
a ihe oar House of Representatives of the United States, to serve for 
States. the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the United 
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States, may be elected by the voters qualified to elect mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be entitled to the 
same rights and privileges as are exercised and enjoyed by 
the delegates from the several other Territories of the United 
States to the said House of Representatives, but the delegate 
first elected shall hold his seat only during the term of the 
Congress to which he shall be elected. The first election shall 
be held at such time and places, and be conducted in such 
manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and at all 
subsequent elections the times, places, and manner of holding 


the elections, shall be prescribed by law. The.person having 


the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the Gover- 
nor to be duly elected, anda certificate thereof shall be given 
accordingly. That the ‘Constitution and all Laws of the United 
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same 
force and effect within the said Territory of Kansas as else- 
where within the United States, except the eighth section of 
the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the Union, 
approved March sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, which, 
being inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention’ by 
Congress with slavery in the States and Territories as recog- 
nized by the legislation of eighteen hundred and fifty, com- 
monly called the Compromise Measures, is hereby declared 
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of 
this act not to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, 
nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof 
perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to revive or putin force any law or regulation which 
may have existed prior to the act of sixth March, eighteen 
hundred and twenty, either protecting, establishing, prohibit- 
ing, or abolishing slavery, 

Sec. 33. And be it further enacted, That there shall here- 
after be appropriated, as has been customary for the Territorial 
governments, a sufficient amount, to be expended under the 
direction of the said Governor of.the Territory of Kansas, 
not exceeding the sums heretofore appropriated for similar ob- 
jects, for the erection of suitable public buildings at the seat 
of government, and for the purchase of a library, to be kept 
at the seat of government, for the use of the Governor, Legis- 
lative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme Court, Secretary, 
Marshal, and Attorney of said Territory, and such other per- 
sons, and under such regulations as shall be prescribed by 
law. 


Sec. 84. Andbe it further enacted, That when the lands ` 


in the said Territory shall be surveyed under the direction of 
the government of the United States, preparatory to bringing 
the same into market, sections number sixteen and thirty-six 
in each township in said Territory shall be, and the same are 
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Sec. 85. And de it further enacted, That until otherwise 
provided by law, the Governor of said Territory may define 
the Judicial Districts of said Territory, and assign the judges 
who may be appointed for said Territory to the several 
districts; and also appoint the times and places for holding 
courts in the several counties or subdivisions in each of said 
Judicial Districts by proclumation, to be issued by him; but 


‘the Legislative Assembly, at their first or any subsequent 


Officers appoint 
ed by President-to 
give security for 
moneys received in 
certain cases. 


Not to interfere 
wie the treaties, 
8, &c., made 
with the Indians 
by the United 
States. 


session, may organize, alter, or modify such Judicial Districts; 
and assign the judges, and alter the times and places of hold- 
ing the courts, as to them shall seem proper and convenient. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That all officers to be 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, for the Territory of Kansas, who, by virtue of 
the provisions of. any law now existing, or which. may be 
enacted during the present Congress, are required to give 
security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for dis- 
bursement, shall give such security, at such time and place, 
and in such manner,as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe. 

Sro. 37. And beit further enacted, That all treaties, laws, 
and other engagements made by the government of the United 
States with the Indian tribes inhabiting the territories em- 
braced within this act; shall be faithfully and-rigidly observed, 
notwithstanding anything contained in this act; and that the 
existing agencies and superintendencies of said Indians be 
continued with the same powers and duties which are now 
prescribed by law, except that the President of the United 
States may, at his discretion, change the election of the office 
of superintendent. 


-— PART FIRST. 


PART FIRST. 


GENERAL LAWS. 


AN ACT 
Abolishing the use of Private Seals. 


Segrion 1. Be ü enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That the use of private seals upon all deeds, 
mortgages, leases, bonds, and other instruments and contracts in writing, 
is hereby abolished, and the addition of a private seal to any such instru- 
ment or contract in writing hereafter made, shall not affect its equity or le- 
gality in any respect. 

Sec. 2. That all deeds, mortgages, or other instrument, in writing, 
for the conveyance or encumbrance of real estate, or any interest therein, 
which have heretofore been made and executed, without the use of a pri- 
vate seal, are notwithstanding, hereby deciared to be legal and valid in all 
Courts of law and equity in this Territory and elsewhere, and that all exist- 
ing laws, which are inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, and the 
same are hereby declared repealed. 

Sec. 3 This act to take effect and be in force, from and after the day of 
its passage. l) 


Approved January 5th, 1858. 
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AN ACT 


To fix the time for convening the Legislative Assembly. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That hereafter the Legislative Assembly shall 
meet annually on the first ‘Monday’ in January. 

Sec. 2. All Acts and laws inconsistent with this Act, are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sec. 3.. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pas- 
sage. 


Approved January 8th, 1858. í 
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PART SECOND. 
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PART SECOND. 


PRIVATE ACTS. 


AN ACT 


To change the name of William Birtwhistle. 


Sxctron 1. Be tt enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That it shall be lawful for the person heretofore 
bearing the name of William Birtwhistle to change said name to William 


Birt. 
- Src. 2. This actto take east and be in n force from and after its passage. 


Approved es 5th, 1858, 


AN ACT 
To change the name of Achilles Rogers to George Rogers. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That it shall be lawful for the person heretofore 
bearing the name of Achilles Rogers, to change said nameto George Rogers. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pas- 


sage. 


Approved January 5th, 1858. 
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AN ACT 


To confirm the title of George L. Miller to certain Real Estate in the City of Omaha in tho 
Territory of Nebraska. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by ihe Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That all actions at law and in chancery brought 
for any cause whatever, for the purpose of setting aside, impairing, cancel- 
ing, or in any manner effecting the validity of a certain deed of conveyance, 
executed by Jesse Low, Mayor of the City of Omaha, to George L. Miller, 
of said city of Omaha, dated July 28th, A. D. 1857, and recorded in the 
office of the Register of deeds of the county of Douglass and Territory of Ne- 
braska, in Book G, pages 5 and 6, of the following described real estate, to 
wit: Lots No. five and six, (5 and 6) in block E; lots No. three, four, five, 
six, seven, and eight, (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8,) in block F; lots No. one, two, 
three, four, five, and six, (1, 2, 3, 4, 5,and 6,) in block G; and lot No. four, 

4,) and the west forty-three (43) feet of lot No. three (3) in block H, as 

esignated on the latest edition of the map of Omaha, published by Messrs. 
Poppelton and Byers, of Omaha City, all of said lots being in said City, in 
the county of Douglass, and Territory of Nebraska, and being the said prop- 
erty donated by said City of Omaha, to said George L. Miller, for the erec- 
tion of a Hotel, shall be brought within thirty days after the passage and 
approval of this act, or the said action and the cause thereof shall be forever 
barred. 

Sec. 2. The saiddeed of conveyance described andset forth in Section 1, of 
this Act, is hereby declared to be a strict, full, and complete compliance 
with the provisions of an act of Congress passed and approved May 23d, A. D. 
1844, andentitled, “an actfortherelief of the citizens of towns upon thelands 
of the United States, under certain circumstances,” and also with the pro- 
visions of an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Nebraska, 
passed and approved February 10th, A. D.1857, and entitled “An act regulat- 
ing the disposal of lands purchased in trust for town sites,” and the event 
arising under said acts in respect to said real estate in said Jessie Low, 
Mayor of said City of Omaha, as aforesaid, as entered in trust for the use 
and benefit of the owners and occupants thereof, is hereby declared to have 
been faithfully, impartially, legally and equitably fulfilled and consummiat- 
ed in every particular, by such deed of conveyance of the same, is hereby 
ratified and confirmed. 

Seo. 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pas- 
sage. 

1 Thomas B. Cuming, Secretary of the Territory of Nebraska, hereby 
certify that the foregoing bill having been in the possesion of the Governor 
more than three days, (Sundays excepted) after the same was presented to 
him, has become a law. ` 


THOMAS B. CUMING. 


Office of the Secretary ot Nebraska, 
Omaha City, January 14th, 1858. y 
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AN ACT . 


To authorize the Corporate authorities of the City of Brownville to dispose of property therein. 


Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That the corporate authorities of the City of 
Brownville, Nemeha county, Territory of Nebraska, shall have power and 
are hereby authorized to sell, or otherwise dispose of, any or all real estate, 
or other property, which heretofore has been, or hereafter may be, donated 
to, or purchased by said corporation, for any purpose whatever, as to them 
may seem for the best interest of the City, and all funds arising from such 
sales shall be placed in the City Treasury, and disposed of as other funds 
belonging thereto. 

Sec. 2. When atanytime the Corporate Authorities of said City may deem 
it proper to sell any portion of the real estate belonging thereto, they shall 
submit the matter to a vote of the legal voters of said City, and if by them 
approved, then said City Authorities shall proceed to sell such property at 
such time and in such manner, as may to them seem best. 

SEC, 3. This act to take effect and be in force from and after its publi- 
cation in the Nebraska Advertiser. 


I, Thomas B. Cuming, Secretary of the Territory of Nebraska, hereby 
certify that the foregoing bill, having been in the possession of the Govern- 
or more than three days (Sundays excepted) after the same was presented 


to him, has become a law. l 
- THOMAS B. CUMING. 
Office of the Secretary of Nebraska, L 
Omaha City, January 14th, 1858. 
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INCORPORATIONS, 
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AN ACT 
To amend an act entitled an act to Incorporate the University of Nebraska, &c. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That Section 1st of an act entitled an act to In- 
corporate the University of Nebraska, &e., be so changed as that the names 
of Geo. P. Bergen, A. R. Gilmore, and Amos $. Billingsley shall be inserted, 
instead of the names of Joseph S. Grimes, Geo. J. Park, and C. D. Martin, 
and that the said Bergen, Gilmore and Billingsley be and the same are 
hereby declared to be members of the Board of Trustees of said University. 

Sec. 2. That the’Board of Trustees of said University shall meet at Sara- 
toga, Nebraska Territory, on or before the 1st Monday of June 1858, or aa 
soon thereafter as practicable. : ` 

Sec. 3. This act to take effect and remain in full force from and after 
the date of its passage. 

Approved Dec. 30th, 1857. 


AN ACT 
Supplementary to an act entitled an act to Incorporate the city of Fontenelle. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That an act entitled an act supplementary to an 
act to incorporate the city of Fontenelle, approved January 22nd, 1856, 


be and is hereby repealed. 
Sec. 2. That the qualified voters of said city of Fontenelle shall, on the 
51 
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first Monday of January 1858, hold an election for such officers as are re- 
quired by the provisions of the act of Incorporation of said city, and the 
officers so elected shall serve until their successors are elected at the next 
regular election and qualified to serve. 

Sec. 3. Said first election shall be held at the School House in Fonte- 
nelle, between the hours of ten o'clock, A. M., and five o'clock, P. M., of the 
aforesaid day, and B. L. Keyes, John Evans, and Rufus Brown, are hereby 
appointed judges of said election, and said judges shall be sworn and quali- 
fied by. any officer authorized to administer oaths, and that said election 
shall be conducted in the same manner that general elections are conducted, 
and within three days after said election the said judges shall make returns 
of the same to the Judge of Probate, of said County of Dodge, and it shall 
be the duty of the Judge of Probate to issue certificates of election to-the 
persons elected for the respective offices of said city. 

Sec. 4. That the next regular election for city officers for said city, shall 
be held on the first Monday in May, 1858, and thereafter on the first Mon- 
day in May in each year. 

Sec. 5. That as much of Section eight (8) of an act entitled “An act to 
incorporate the city of Fontenelle,” approved March 14, 1855, as is incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, shall be and is hereby repealed, but 
all and every part not inconsistent herewith, is hereby declared to remain in 
full force and effect. 

Sec. 6. That this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 

Approved Dec. 30th, 1857. 


- 


AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Town of Greggsport. 


Suction 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That the Southwest quarter of the Northwest 
quarter of Section No. four, the South half of Section No. four and the Hast ` 
half of the Southwest quarter of Section No. five, in Township No. eight, in 
Range No. (14) fourteen, east now occupied plated and recorded as the 
town of Greggsport, with all additions legally made thereto, is hereby de- 
clared to be a town by the name and style of the town of Greggsport. 

Sec. 2. That said town is hereby madea body Corporate and is invest- 
ed with all the privileges and attributes of a municpal corporation, and 
may elect such officers, pass such laws, ordinances and rules for the benefit 
and government of said town, as shall from time to time be deemed expedi- 
ent and proper, not inconsistent with the laws and constitution of the United 
States and the laws of this Territory. 

Seo. 3. All citizens of said town entitled to vote at County. elections, 
may vote at any election of any officer or officers to be elected for the gor- 
ernment of said town. 

Szo. 4. Whenever a majority of the resident voters of said town shall 
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petition any Justice of the Peace of Otoe County, asking for the organiza- 
tion of said municipal government, the said Justice shall fix the time for a 
municipal election, which shall not be more than ten days after the petition 
is presented’ to him, and shall appoint three judges of said election, and 
shall give notice thereof by posting up notices in three places in said town, 
and the said election shall be held in accordance with the general election 
law, and the returns shall be made to the justice who ordered the election, 
and he shall give to the persons having the highest number of votes, cer- 
tificates of election. 

Sro. 5. At the aforesaid election, the voters shall elect a Mayor, a Town 
Council, consisting of three, a Town Clerk, and a Marshal, which said elec- 
tion shall be the first organization of said town. 

Rro. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pas- 
sage. 


Approved Dec. 31st, 1857. 


ÁN ACT 


To consolidate the Corporations ef Nebraska City, South Nebraska City and Kearney City, 
and to Incorporate Nebraska City. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the. Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That the following described territory, being the 
east half of section eight, fractional section nine and ten; and the north 
half of the north east quarter of section sixteen, all in township No. eight, 
north of range No. fourteen, east of the sixth principal meridian situated 1n 
the county of Otoe, and Territory of Nebraska, and at present embraced 
within the corporate limits of Nebraska City, South Nebraska City, and 
Kearney City, together with all the additions that may hereafter be made 
thereto, according to law, is hereby declared to be a corporation by the 
name and style of Nebraska City. 

Sec. 2. The said City is hereby made a body corporate and politic, and 
is invested with all the powers and attributes of a municipal corporation, 
and by that name may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, complain 
and defend in any court of record, or any other legal tribunal, may have a 
common seal, and may alter the same at pleasure; and may acquire, pur- 
chase, hold, lease, sell and convey any estate, real, personal, or mixed, for the 
use of the corporation. . 


Sec. 3. The Legislative authority of the city is hereby vested in a mayor, 
and a board of aldermen of not less than seven, nor more than nine 
members. 

Szc. 4. That said city be, and the same is hereby divided into three 
wards, conforming with the original boundaries of Nebraska City, South 
Nebraska city, and Kearney City, and at the first election, the ward embraced 
within the original boundary of Nebraska City, shall elect four alder- 
men; and the ward embraced within the original boundary of naa 
City, shall elect two aldermen; and the ward embraced within the original 
boundary of South Nebraska City, shall elect one alderman, but after the 


| 
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first election the boundaries of the wards, and the apportioning of the al- 
dermen, shall be regulated by the City Council, giving to each ward a fair 
representation according to population. 

DEC. 5. That the qualified electors of said City shall, on the first Mon- 
day in May, 1858, and annually thereafter, elect a Mayor, a Recorder, 
Assessor, Treasurer, Marshal, and seven Aldermen, as provided in Sec. 4 
of this act; and the Mayor and Aldermen so elected, when assembled to- 
gether and duly organized, shall constitute the city council, a majority of 
whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and all 
officers shali be elected for the term of one year, and until their successors 
are elected and qualified. 

Seo. 6. Every legal voter of the Territory, who shall be an actual resi- 
dent of the city, at the time of an election, is declared a citizen of said city, 
and is entitled to vote at all city elections. 

Sec. 7. The election of city officers shall be conducted in the same 
manner as precint elections, and a person offering to vote may be challenged 
and an oath may be administered to him in like manner, reciting the 
qualifications herein prescribed. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be eligible to any elective office mentioned in 
this act, unless he be a legal voter of the city, and has been a resident 
thereof one year next preceding his election. 

Seo. 9. It shall be the duty of the Mayor to see that the laws and 
ordinances of the city are faithfully executed, and their violation punished ; 
to superintend and direct the officer’s conduct of subordinate officers; to 
sign and seal all commissions, licenses and permits granted by the City 
Council, and to perform such duties and exercise such powers as pertain to the 
Mayor of a City, and such as may be granted or imposed by any ordinance 
of the City Council consistent with law. 

Bno. 10. In all elections for city officers the Mayor shall issue a pro- 
clamation to the voters of the city, naming the time and places for holding 
such election, and the officers to be chosen, and cause a copy of the same 
to be posted up in each ward, at least ten days previous to the day of elec- 
tion. The polls shall be open between the hours of eight and ten in the 
forenoon, and continue open till four o’clock in the afternoon. Within two 
days after the election, the judges of election shall make out their returns 
to the Mayor, or President of the City Council, as the case may be, who 
shall examine them at their next meeting, and cause an abstract of the 
votes to be recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose, and the Mayor, 
or President of the City Council, shall issue certificates to those who are 
elected to the several offices, notifying them of their election. 

Sec. 11. The Council shall be the judge of the election and qualifica- 
tion of its own members; it may determine the rules of its own proceed- 
ings, and shall keep a record thereof, which shall be open to the inspection 
of every citizen,; and may compel the attendance of its members, in 
such manner as it may adopt. The members of the Council shall be paid 
out of the city treasury, a compensation not excéeding three dollars per 
day for their services. 

Sro., 12 No member of the City Council shall be eligible to any office 
within the gift of the City Council during the term for which he is elected; 
nor shall he be interested directly or indirectly, in the profits of any con- 
tract, job work or services to be performed for the city. 
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Seo. 13. The “Mayor shall be the presiding officer of the City Council 
when present, and shall give the casting vote when there is a tie, and in 
his absence the Council may appoint a President for the time being from 
their own body. . 

Seo. 14. Ordinances passed by the City Council shall be signed by the 
Mayor, and attested by the Recorder, and before they take effect be pub- 
lished in one or more newspapers printed i in the City. They shall ales be 
recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose, signed therein by the Mayor 
and attested by the Recorder. 

. Sec. 15. The Mayor shall be a conservator of the peace, within the 
city, and ex-officio a Justice of the Peace, and is invested with exclusive, 
original jurisdiction, for the violation of the City ordinances, and with crim- 
inal jurisdiction of offences against the laws of the Territory, committed 
within the City, and with civil jurisdiction limited to the city, in the same 
manner as justices of the peace. He shall not be disqualified from acting 
in such judicial capacity, by reason of the proceedings being in the name, 
or in behalf of the city. 

Sec. 16. Appeals to the District Court in the same county shall be al- 
lowed from the judgments and decisions of the Mayor, in fhe same cases, 
time and manner as may at any time be allowed by law from those of jus- 
tices of the peace, and they shall be tried as other cases, and he will be en- 
titled to demand and receive the same fees as are at the time allowed by law 
to justices of the peace. 

Sec. 17. The Marshal shall be a conservator of the peace, and executive 
officer of the Mayor's court, and shall execute and return all process direct- 
ed to him by the- Mayor, and in cases for the violation of the City ordi- 
nances, and of the criminal laws of the Territory, may execute the same in 
any part of the county, and he shall have the same authority within the 
City to quell riots and disturbances, to prevent crimes, and to arrest offend- 
ers, that the sheriff has within his county, and may in the same cases and 
under the same penalties require the aid of citizens; and perform all duties 
imposed by the Council. He may, with the approval of the Council, ap- 
point one or more deputies, for whose official conduct he shall be responsi- ~ 
ble. For the service of legal process he shall receive the same fees as a 
constable, and for services required by the Council, such compensation as it 
may allow. 

Sec. 18. The Treasurer, Recorder, Assessor, and Marshal shall give 
such bond, perform such duties, and exercise such : powers, as may be required 
of them by ordinance, not inconsistant with law, which bonds shall be ap- 
proved by the Council, and filed with the Mayor. 

Sro. 19. It shall be the duty of the Recorder to keep a true record of 
all the proceedings of the City Council, and such records shall be open in 
all business hours to the inspection of any citizen. 

Sec. 20. The Mayor, Aldermen, Marshal, Treasurer, Recorder, and As- 
sessor, shall respectively take an oath, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and the laws of this Territory, and faithfully and impartially 
to perform their duties to the best of their knowledge and ability. The 
oath of office may be administered by the Mayor or ‘Recorder, and in the 
* transaction of the business of the corporation, those officers and the Presi- 
dent for the time being, may administer oaths, which shall have the same 
effect as if administered by any other judicial officer. 
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Seo. 21. The Recorder and Assessor shall receive such fees as the City 
Council shall deem right, not exceeding the amount allowed by law to 
county-officers for similar services. 

Sec. 22. The Council may hold its meetings as it sees fit, having fixed 
stated times, or provide the manner of calling them by ordinance, and its 
meetings shall be public. 

Sec. 23. The Council may appoint during its pleasure Street Commis- 
missioners, Clerk of the market, City Supervisors, Health Officers, and 
such other officers as it may deem advisable, and may prescribe their du- 
ties, powers and qualifications, and may provide for the election of such of- 
ficers by the citizens. 

Sec. 24. When a vacancy occurs in any of the elective offices, the Coun- 
cil may fill the vacancy by appointment, until the next election and the 
qualification of his successor. 

Seo. 25. The City Council is invested with authority to make ordi- 
nances to secure the inhabitants against fire, against violations of the pub- 
lic peace, to suppress riots, gambling, drunkenness, houses of ill fame, and 
indecent behavior in public places, and in general to provide for the safety 
and good order of the City, and the health, morals, comfort and conve- 
nience of the inhabitants, and to impose penalties for the violation of its or- 
dinances, not exceeding one hundred dollars for each offence, which may 
be recovered in a civil action in the name of the City, or by complaint be- 
fore a Justice of the Peace, and the laws of the Territory relative to carry- 
ing into effect a judgment of a Justice of the Peace imposing a fine, shall 
be applicable to judgments in the above cases. 

Sec. 26. The Council is authorised to establish fire companies, and 
provide them with fire engines, hose, and other apparatus, and powers to 
grant ferry licenses, and regulate the same within the corporate limits of 
the city. 

Seo. 27. The Council may regulate the keeping and sales of gunpowder 
within the city, and it shall have exclusive authority to provide for the 
prohibition or license of the traffic in intoxicating liquors, billiard tables, 
ball or ten pin alleys, saloons, exbibitions,.shows and theatrical perform- 
ances, provided that the license to be imposed on retailers of intoxicating 
liquors, shall never be granted for a less sum than is imposed at the time. 
by the laws of the Territory, and provided further that the above authority 
shall not extend to any exhibition of a purely scientific character. 

Sec. 28. The Council may make all necessary ordinances, in relation to 
the cleanliness and health of the city; may regulate the system of cartage 
and drayage, hacks and omnibusses within the city, and may issue 
licenses therefor, and may prohibit hogs and other animals from running at 
large within the City. 

Src. 29: The Council shall provide by ordinance for the keeping of the 
public money of the City, and the manner of disbursing the same, and 
shall cause all claims against the city, to be audited, and all city officers 
shall be accountable to the City Council in such manner as it directs. The 
Council shall publish annually a particular statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of the city, and of all debts owing to or by the same. 

Sec. 30. In case of the conviction of an offender for the violation of a 
city ordinance, and the imposition of a fine, if it be not paid, the Council 
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may provide that the offender be compelled to pay the same in labor on the 
streets or public buildings belonging to the city. 

Sec. 31. The Council shall have the exclusive authority to establish the 
grade of all streets, alleys and wharves in the city, and may change the 
same upon the petition of the owners of two-thirds of the value of the real 
property on both sides of the street, 

Seo. 32. The Council shall have the title to, and full control of the 
streets, alleys, public grounds, wharves, squares, parks and commons be- 
longing to the city, and may provide for the improvement of the same at 
the public expense, and may cause sidewalks to be paved in the same, and 
-may require owners of lots to pave or repair the same, contiguous to their 
respective lots, and in case of neglect after a reasonable time named in the 
order, the same may be assessed on the contiguous lots, which shall have 
the same force and effect of a tax levied thereon, and the same may be sold 
therefor, as for a tax subject to the same right of redemption. 

Sro. 33. Whenever the owners of two-thirds in value of the real estate 
on both sides of any street, shall petition the Council, it shall haye author- 
ity to levy a tax of not exceeding one half of one per cent, on the property 
contiguous to said street, to be expended in grading and improving the 
same. . 

Sec. 34. The City Council is authorized to levy and collect taxes not 
exceeding one half of one per cent, on all taxable property within the city, 
according to the laws of the Territory. 

Sec. 35. The Marshal, or in case of his absence or. disability, such per- 
son as the Council shall appoint in his stead, shall be_the. collector of taxes, 
and before proceeding to collect the same, shall give twenty days notice of 
the assessment and levy of the tax, and the rate thereof, in general terms in 
some newspaper printed in the city. 

Sec. 36. Atany time within twenty days after the first publication of 
said notice, any person who is aggrieved by the assessment and levy, may ap- 
pear before the Council, which may correct the same, if found erroneous. 

Sec. 37. The tax list shall be made out by the Recorder, and the Mayor” 
shall endorse thereon an order to the Marshal to collect the taxes thereon 
levied, which shall authorize him to collect the same by levy and sale, as 
on an execution. l 

Sec. 38. Taxes on real estate shall be a lien thereon, and it may be 
sold therefor when the taxes have remained unpaid for six months after 
publication of the notice of the tax. 

Sec. 39. Such sale must be at public auction, of which at least twenty 
days notice must be given in some newspaper published in the city, and he 
‘who bids to pay the amount due for the leást quantity of land, shall be 
deemed the highest bidder, and the manner of ascertaining and determining 
the least portion bid, shall be provided by ordinance of the City Council. 

Suc. 40. The Marshal shall execute and deliver to the purchaser a deed, 
running in the name of the Territory, which shall have the same force and 
effect, as the deed of the proper county officer, in like cases on sale for county 
taxes. 

Sec. 41. The Council are authorised to borrow money for any object in 
their discretion ; if at aregular or special election, after twenty days public 
notice, stating distinctly the nature and object of the loan, and the amount 
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thereof, the voters of the city may determine in favor of the loan by a vote 
of two-thirds of the legal voters at said election, but the loan can in no case 
be diverted from the specified object. 

Sec. 42. All road tax which may be levied on any property in the said 
City, in lieu of labor, or otherwise, shall be paid to the proper authorities of 
said City, for the improvement of the streets thereof. 

Sec. 43. Any person being a resident of said city, subject by the laws of 
the Territory to work upon roads and highways, shall be required to do and 
perform, or cause the same to be done under the direction of the proper au- 
thorities upon the streets oe said city, or upon public roads leading thereto, 
as the authorities may direct. The City Council shall have exclusive juris- 
diction within the limits of the City. 

Sec. 44. All contracts entered into, all rights acquired, or forfeited, 
and all taxes levied, by either of the three original corporations of Nebraska 
City, South Nebraska City, and Kearney City, shall be valid and binding, 
and may be prosecuted, defend and collect, as though this act had not been 

assed. 
p Suc. 45. After the election of the officers contemplated in this act, it 
shall be the duty of the officers of the original corporations, to deliver to the 
proper officers, all books, papers, and documents pertaining to their respect- 
ive offices, which shall be filed and preserved for future reference. 

Sec. 46. The first election under this act shall be called by the Probate 
judge of Otoe county, who shall publish an order for the purpose, at least 
ten days prior to the day of election. The returns of said election shall be 
made to the county clerk of said county, who shall notify the respective 
officers of their election, and said election shall be conducted in all respects 
as is provided by law for the holding of elections for county officers. 

Seo. 47. This act shall take effect from and after its passage and publi- 
cation in the Nebraska News; and all acts, and parts of acts, conflicting 
herewith, are hereby declared to be repealed from and after the 3rd day of 
May, 1858. 

Approved Dec. 31st, 1857. 


AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Town of Omadi in Dakotah County. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That the town site of Omadi, claimed by the 
Omadi Town Company, upon which the town of Omadi is located, together 
with all additions that may be hereafter made thereto, according to law, is 
hereby declared to be a town by the name and style of the town of Omadi. 

Seo. 2, That said townis hereby made a body corporate, and is invested 
with all the privileges and attributes of a municipal corporation, and may 
elect such officers, pass such laws, ordinances, and rules for the benefit and 
government of said town, as shall from time to time be deemed expedient 
and proper, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, and 
the laws of this Territory. 
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Sec. 3: Whenever a majority of the legal voters of said town shall sig- 
nify in writing to the judge of Probate, of said county, that they desire an 
organization, and an election of town officers, the said judge shall, within 
ten days thereafter, give a written or printed notice, which he shall cause to 
be posted in at least three of the most public places in said town, giving ten 
days notice of a meeting of the legal voters of said town, and stating the 
object of the meeting. 

Sec. 4. The said judge of Probate shall preside at the said meeting, at 
which time and place such officers as shall be deemed necessary and proper 
for the government of said town, shall be adopted by a majority of the legal 
voters as aforesaid, and said meeting may adjourn from time to time, till 
said object shall be effected. 

Sec. 5. Immediately after the signification of the legal voters, as pro- 
vided in the last section, the said Judge of Probate shall cause notices to be * 
posted, as provided in Section three of this act, for the election of such offi- 
cers as are provided for by said meeting, which election shall be the first or- 
ganization of the said town, and thereafter such offices may be abolished, 
or new offices created, as the majority of the legal voters of said town may 
from time to time direct by their vote at any town election to be held there- 
after. : 
Sec. 6. This act shall be in force from and after its passage. 

Approved Dec. 31st, 1857. 


— 


AN ACT 
To Incorporate the Town of Monroe in Monroe County. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That all the territory embraced in the. geogra- 
phical limits of the town of Monroe, as designated upon the plat of said town, 
is hereby already declared to be a town by the name and style of Monroe. 

Sec. 2, The said town is made a body corporate and politic, and is 
hereby invested with the same powers, and corporate rights and privileges, 
as are granted in an actentitled an act to incorporate the City of Omaha, 
and approved—February 2d, 1857. 

Sec, 3. This act to take effect from and after its passage. 

Approved, January 6th, 1858. 


AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Town of North Rock, Bluffs. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska. That North Rock, Bluffs, together with all addi- 
tions that may be made thereunto according-to law, is hereby declared to be 
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a town by the name and style of North Rock Bluffs, provided that nothing 
in this act be so construed as to conflict with an act to incorporate Rock 
- Bluffs. 

Approved, January 26th, 1856. 

Sec. 2. The said town is hereby declared a body corporate and politic, 
and is hereby invested with the same corporate rights and privileges as are 
granted in an act entitled an act to incorporate Rock Bluffs, approved, 
January 26th, 1856; except that the person receiving the highest number 
of votes shall be Mayor of said town. 

Sec. 3. This act to take effect and bein force from and after its passage. 

Approved, January 5th, 1858. 


AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska. 


SECTION 1. Beit enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
theTerritory of Nebraska, That Robert C. Jordan, Leavitt L. Bowen, David 
Lindley, Lathrop B. Kinney, William Anderson and George Armstrong, 
officers of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, of Nebraska, 
and their successors in office, be and hereby are incorporated by the name 
of “The Grand Lodge of Nebraska,” and by which name they shall be 
capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, in all 
courts the same as natural persons, and with power to hold and convey real 
and personal property, and to do any and all other things usually done by 
Corporations. 

DEC. 2. That the said corporators and their successors of the Grand 
Lodge of Nebraska shall have power to hold, in its name, property, as 
Trustee for any subordinate Lodge of this Territory. 

Approved, January 5th, 1858. 


AN ACT 


To Incorporate the Cleveland Land Company. 


SECTION 1. Bett enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That a company is hereby incorporated called 
the Cleveland Land Company, the Capital Stock of which shall be one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, divided into shares of five hundred 
dollars each, the holders of which, their successors and assigns, shall con- 
stitute a body corporate and politic, and by the name aforesaid, shall have 
continued succession, may sue and be sued, plead and be-impleaded, defend 
and be defended against, may make and use a common seal and alter the 
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same at pleasure, and shall be able in TN and equity to make contracts; 

may acquire, use, hold, possess and enjoy the fee simple, or other title in, and 
to, real estate and personal and mixed property; may sell, convey, pledge, 

mortgage or dispose of the same; shall not at any one time have a larger 
floating debt than ten per cent. on the Capital Stock; may make such By 
Laws, rules and regulations, as they may deem proper and necessary for 
the government of their affairs, not inconsistent with the Constitution of 
the United States and the laws of the Territory. 

Seo. 2 That Levi Harsh, George Sinclair, James C. Mitchell, George 
F. Kenedy, Michael Sweeney, George W. Stevens, Andrew I. Smith, F. $. 
Burtch, Louis Henderson, William Millar and J ohn Wolph, or any five of 
them shall constitute a Board of Directors; they shall meet on the second 
Friday in January, and elect from their number a President of the Board, 
a Secretary and a Treasurer, all of whom shall be stockholders, and shall 
hold their respective offices for the term of one year, and until their suc- 
cessors are elected by a majority of all the stockholders represented at a 
regular meeting, convened on the same day, of each succeeding year there- 
after, the Directors shall fix the salaries of all the officers and servants of 
the Company, which shall not be altered during the term for which they 
are elected, and they may require security from their officers and agents, 
and may adopt such measures and acts as they may deem best calculated to 
promote the prosperity of their affairs. . 

Sec. 3. That the President shall preside at all meetings of the Directors 
and the stockholders, and shall sign in connection with the Secretary, all 
issues of Stock and conveyances. The Secretary shall keep a plain and 
correct record of the proceedings of the Company, of all transfers of Stock, 
and endorse the same on the certificate, which transfer shall be legal, only 
when so recorded, and shall be the ag ent of the Company for the transaction 
of all its general business. The Treasurer shall countersign all issues of 
Stock, shall receive, and carefully preserve all monies belonging to the Com- 
pany, and disburse ‘the same, only on an order from the Secretary; shall keep 
a full and accurate account of his credits and debts as Treasurer, and shall 
render a true statement of the financial affairs to the annual meeting of the 
Company, and to the Directors, at such other times as they may require. 

Seo. 4. That the Directors shall have power to levy and require the 
payment of assessments on the Capital Stock, by giving not less than ten 
days notice. Should any stockholder refuse or neglect to pay the assess- 
ments or assessment due on the Stock in his name, within thirty days after 
. the same shall be due, the Directors may declare such Stock forfeited to the 
Company, and may authorize the Treasurer to sell at public auction or oth- 
erwise, all, or so much of it as may be necessary to pay such assessments, 
and if said Stock should not sell for enough to satisfy said assessments, 
authorize said Treasurer to bring suit against said stockholder for what 
remains unpaid. 

Sec. 5. All elections shall be by ballot, unless otherwise agreed upon, 
and each member of the Company shall be entitled to cast as many votesin 
person or by proxy, as he has shares of Stock, provided that no one person 
shall cast more than one-fifth of all the votes of the Company, and provided 
further, that no stockholder shall be entitled to vote at any meeting of the 
Cómpany, whose assessments then due are not fully paid. Absent stock- 
holders may be represented and vote by proxy, at any meeting of the Com- 
pany. 
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Sec. 6. At all meetings of the Board of Directors a majority shall con- 
stitute a quorum competent'to transact business. 

Seo. 7 And beit further enacted, That all the Territory within the 
geographical limits of Cleveland in Monroe County, N. T., as surveyed, 
platted and lithographed, together with all additions that may hereafter be 
made thereto, according to law, is hereby created a Municipal Corporation, 
by the name and style of the City of Cleveland. The organization of said 
town in its corporate capacity is hereby made subject to the provisions and 
restrictions of an act passed by the Legislature of A. D. 1855 and 6, entit- 
led an act for revising, consolidating and preparing a General Code for the 
Territory of Nebraska, Caption Four, Incorporation of Towns. 

Sec. 8, Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to give the Com- 
pany the rights and privileges of Banking. 

Sno, 9. This act to take effect and be in force from and after its passage, 

Approved, January 6th, 1858. 
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TERRITORIAL ROADS. 


AN ACT 


To establish a territorial road from Tekamah in Burt county to Fontenelle in ne county. 

SECTION 1. Bert enacted by the Council and House of reali of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That W. B. Beck, of Burt county, and L. M. 
Baldwin and S. Gaylord, of Dodge county, be and are hereby appointed com- 
missioners to view out and locate a Territorial road, on the best and most 
practicable route, from Tekamah in Burt county, to Fontenelle in Dodge 
county. 

Sec. 2. That said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall meet at 
Fontenelle on the tenth day of April next, (1858) or within four months 
thereafter, and proceed to locate and establish said road. 

Sec. 3. That said Commissioners shall have power to employ a surveyor, 
or other necessary help in locating said road, and further, that said com- 
missioners and their assistants shall be paid atthe rate of three dollars 
per day for their services whilst engaged in making said location. . 

Sec. 4. That the expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of 
this act, shall be paid out of the counties through which the road shall pass. 

Sec. 5. That the said Commissioners shall make a plat of said road, a 
copy of which they shall file in the office of the Register of deeds in each 
county through which the road passes. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

Approved January 6th, 1858. 


AN ACT 
To locate a territorial road from Decatur, in Burt county, to Columbus, in Platte county. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That W. B. Beck, of Burt county, A. B. Patti- 
- i 65 
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son, of Platte county, and John Evans, of Dodge county, be and they are 
hereby appointed commissioners to locate and establish a Territorial Road, 
commencing at Decator, Burt county, via Dewitt in Cuming county, to 
Columbus in Platte county. 

Seo. 2. Said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall meet at Deca- 
tor, on the first day of May, or within three months thereafter and proceed 
to lay out and establish said road in accordance with the provisions of this 
act, and their compensation shall be three dollars per day for the time ac- 
tually employed therein; and all necessary expense. l 

Sec. 3. The cost of laying out and establishing said road, shall be paid 
by the respective counties through which said road shall pass, and the said 
commissioners shall haye power to employ all necessary help in laying out 
and locating said road. ‘ 

Suc. 4, This act to take effect and bein force from and after its passage. 

I, Thomas B. Cuming, Secretary of the Territory of Nebraska, hereby cer- 
tify that the foregoing bill, having been in the possession of the Governor 
more than three days (Sundays excepted) after the same was presented to 


him, has become a law. 
THOMAS B. CUMING. 


Office of the Secretary of Nebraska, } 
Omaha City, Jan. 14th, 1858. 


AN ACT 


To locate a Territorial Road from Nemaha City to the Otoe Mission. 


SECTION 1. Be 17 enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Nebraska, That Nathan Myers, of Richardson county, Hul- 
bert Jenkins and Rufas Abbott, of Pawnee county, be and are hereby ap- 
pointed commissioners to view, mark and locate a Territorial Road, to com- 
mence at Nemaha city in Nemaha county, and run thence by way of Mon- 
teray, in Richmond county, and Table Rock and Jacksonville, in Pawnee 
county, to the Otoe Mission near the Kansas line. 

Sec. 2. The said commissioners, or any two of them, shall meet at Ne- 
. maha city on the first Tuesday of April, 1858, or as soon thereafter as prac- 
ticable, and after being duly sworn by some person authorised to ad- 
minister oaths, faithfully to discharge the duties required by this act, shall 
proceed to view, measure, mark, and locate a Territorial Road, as provided 
in Section one of this act, on the nearest and most eligible route, by mark- 
ing trees in the timber, and by setting up stakes, or by plowing on the 
prairie. 

Src. 3. The said commissioners, or any two of them, as soon after the 
location aforesaid as practicable, shall make a report thereof, giving the 
distances and description of said road, also what portion of said road per- 
tains to each several county, in which said road is located, which report 
shall be filed-with the county clerk of Pawnee county, whose duty it shall 
be to record the same in his office, and to transmit a certified copy thereof 
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to the county clerks of the other several counties in which said road is lo- 
cated, who shall also record the same in their office, and said road shall 
thereupon be opened and kept in repair, in the same manner as other Ter- 
ritorial Roads, by order of each of the several counties. 

Sec. 4. The said commissioners, and their assistants, shall each be al- 
lowed the sum of two dollars and fifty cents for each day they may be ac- 
-tually engaged in performing said duty, to be paid out of the Treasury of 
_ Pawnee county, out of any money not otherwise appropriated,; and the 
county clerk of Pawnee county shall be authorised to draw upon the treas- 
urer of the counties through which said road is located, for such sum as 
may be due therefrom in proportion to the extent of said road in each of 
said counties. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take’ effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 

I, Thomas B. Cuming, Secretary of the Territory of Nebraska, hereby 
certify that the foregoing bill, having been in the possession of the Gov- 
ernor more than three days, (Sundays excepted) after the same was presented 


to him, has become a law. . 
THOMAS B. CUMING. 


Office of the Secretary of Nebraska, _ 
Omaha City, January 14th, 1858. $ 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
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MEMORIAL. 
For Daily Mail from Iowa City, Iowa, to Omaha City, Nebraska Territory. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States, in Congress assembled, 

Your memorialists, the Council and House of Representatives of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska, would most respectfully represent that the interest of a 
large portion of this Territory would be greatly advanced and commercial 
commerce subserved by the establishment of a Daily Mail Service from 
Iowa City, Iowa, to Omaha City, Nebraska. 

Your memorialists deem it unnecessary to lay before the Congress ‘of the 
United States, any arguments upon a subject so imperatively demanded by 
the business commerce of a large portion of the Territory. 

Therefore Resolved, That our Delegate in Congress be requested. to use 
his best efforts to procure the early establishment of the Mail Service named 
in this Memorial. 

Approved January 5th, 1858. 


MEMORIAL AND JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Relative to the establishment of a surveying district, and the office of Surveyor General for the 
- Territory of Nebraska. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States, in Congress assembled. 


Your memorialists, the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Territory of Nebraska, would most respectfully represent to your Honora- 
ble body, that the interest of this Territory will be greatly add by a 

T 
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division of the present Surveying District of Kansas and Nebraska, and the 
erection of a new Surveying District for this Territory, and respectfully 
submit the following reason for asking such change, to which we particu- 
larly desire to call the attention of your honorable body. The great extent 
of the present district, and the rapidity with which it is being settled, 
renders it impossible for one office, with the force employed, to extend the 
surveys as rapidly as the settlements require and demand. 

The wantof centrality of location of the present office, it being at Lecomp- 
ton in Kansas Territory, in about latitude 39- north, whilst the Surveying 
district extends nominally from latitude 37: tó latitude 49: north, and really 
embraces within the present field of survey, from latitude 38" to latitude 43- 
north, extending only about seventy miles south, and nearly two hundred 
and eighty miles north of the present office, add to this the fact of the 
rapidly extending northern settlements in Nebraska, and you may well 
suppose thatin less than one year from this date the field of survey will 
extend full four hundred miles north from the said office. 

To reach his work now from the Surveyor Generals’ office, the Northern 
Deputy is compelled to make a tedious river voyage of from six hundred 
to eight ‘hundred miles, subject to vexatious delays, and an enormous 
expense, or he must perform a land journey of from four hundred to five 
hundred miles, occupying from twelve to twenty days’ time, which, with 
a full field corps of men and animals, foots up a heavy bill of expense. 
Then, when the Deputy has finished his work, he must perform the same 
journey to make his report, thus inevitably consuming in traveling 
expenses from one-sixth to one-third of all the proceeds—almost invari- 
ably more than the profits of his contract. . 

The recent establishment of a distributing (disbursing) office at the 
capitol of this Territory will facilitate the business of the Surveyor Gene- 
rals office (which may be) located in its vicinity, and secure to the Deputy 
Surveyor the payment for his work, without the risk and delay attending 
the transmission of his drafts to Washington or Saint Louis for payment. 
We particularly desire that your honorable body will duly consider the 
great advantage that will innure to the County by the proper extension of 
the Government Surveys completely in advance of the settlements. In 
view of the foregoing, your memorialists respectfully request that your _ 
honorable body will give this subject your earnest attention, and that you 
‚will, at the earliest practicable moment, erect a new Surveying District 
for this Territory, and make suitable provision for the establishment and 
maintainance of an office, therefore and for these things, we, your memor- 
ialists will ever pray. 

Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of 
Nebraska, That a copy of this Memorial and Resolution duly authenticated, 
be transmitted to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and our Delegate in the Congress of the United States. 

Approved January 5th, 1858. 
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